H.E Ambassador Kisembo Abraham’s Dosier on Ukraine and Gaza conflicts

Context to conflict in Ukraine and Gaza: Brief overview.

1. Conflict in Ukraine:

- The conflict in Ukraine began in 2014 with Russia's annexation of Crimea, a region
that was formerly part of Ukraine. This move was widely condemned by the international
community, leading to tensions between Russia and Western countries.

- Following the annexation of Crimea, pro-Russian separatist movements emerged in
eastern Ukraine, particularly in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions. These separatist
groups, with support from Russia, sought to break away from Ukraine and establish
their own independent territories.

- The conflict in eastern Ukraine has resulted in thousands of casualties, including both
military personnel and civilians. The fighting has also led to a humanitarian crisis, with
millions of people displaced from their homes and in need of assistance.

- Efforts to resolve the conflict have included diplomatic negotiations, ceasefires, and
peace talks mediated by international actors such as the United Nations and the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). However, a lasting
resolution has proven elusive, and sporadic fighting continues to this day.

2. Conflict in Gaza:

- The conflict in Gaza is a long-standing and complex conflict between Israelis and
Palestinians. It is rooted in competing claims to the land and the desire for self-
determination by both parties.

- Gaza is a Palestinian territory that has been under Israeli occupation since 1967. The
densely populated region has faced multiple wars and military operations, resulting in
severe humanitarian crises and widespread destruction of infrastructure.

- The conflict is characterized by recurring cycles of violence, with Palestinian militant
groups such as Hamas launching rockets into Israeli territory, and Israel responding with
military force. Civilians on both sides have suffered the consequences of the conflict,
with many lives lost and homes destroyed.

- Efforts to find a lasting peace in Gaza have included peace negotiations, truce
agreements, and international mediation. However, deep-rooted political, historical, and
security issues continue to impede progress towards a comprehensive resolution to the
conflict.



Understanding the historical context and complexities of the conflicts in Ukraine and
Gaza is crucial for developing effective interventions and promoting peace and stability
in these regions.

The significance of Ukraine and Gaza conflicts and its impact on regional
stability

The conflicts in Ukraine and Gaza have significant implications for regional stability in
their respective regions and beyond:

1. Ukraine Conflict:

- The conflict in Ukraine has profound implications for regional stability in Eastern
Europe. The ongoing unrest in eastern Ukraine has strained relations between Russia
and Western countries, leading to increased tensions and military buildup in the region.

- The conflict has also raised concerns about the future of Ukraine's territorial integrity
and sovereignty. The annexation of Crimea by Russia and the support for separatist
movements in eastern Ukraine challenge the established order of borders and
international norms.

- The conflict has exacerbated divisions within Ukrainian society and heightened
nationalist sentiments. Reconciliation efforts and nation-building in Ukraine have been
hindered by the ongoing violence and political instability.

- Regional stability is further threatened by the risk of escalation and the potential for
broader conflicts involving other states. The conflict in Ukraine has sparked fears of a
new Cold War-like confrontation between Russia and Western powers, impacting
security dynamics in Europe.

2. Gaza Conflict:

- The conflict in Gaza has far-reaching implications for regional stability in the Middle
East. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a longstanding and deeply entrenched issue that
has fueled tensions in the region for decades.

- The violence in Gaza has broader repercussions for neighboring countries and the
wider Arab world. It has the potential to inflame anti-Israeli sentiments and trigger unrest
in other Arab countries, leading to a destabilizing ripple effect.



- The lack of a comprehensive resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict hinders
broader peace efforts in the Middle East. The unresolved status of Gaza and the
ongoing violence undermine prospects for regional cooperation and peacebuilding
initiatives.

- The humanitarian crises resulting from the conflict in Gaza have strained regional
resources and have led to international concerns about the well-being of civilians,

especially women and children. The impact of the conflict on civilian populations has
far-reaching consequences for regional stability and security.

In conclusion, the conflicts in Ukraine and Gaza are not isolated incidents but have
significant ramifications for regional stability and international security. Addressing the
root causes of these conflicts and working towards peaceful resolutions is essential to
promoting stability and fostering cooperation in their respective regions and beyond.

The conflict in Ukraine in detail, including it's origins and key actors

The conflict in Ukraine is a complex and multifaceted crisis that has deep historical roots
and involves multiple actors with competing interests. Here is a detailed overview of the
conflict, including its origins and key actors:

Origins:

The origins of the conflict in Ukraine can be traced back to the country's history of
political, ethnic, and cultural divisions. The Maidan protests in late 2013 and early 2014,
sparked by the then-president Viktor Yanukovych's decision to reject an association
agreement with the European Union in favor of closer ties with Russia, led to his ouster.
This event further exposed the deep-seated divisions within Ukrainian society between
pro-European and pro-Russian factions.

Key Actors:

1. Ukrainian Government: The Ukrainian government, led by successive administrations
since the country's independence in 1991, has played a central role in the conflict. The
government in Kiev has sought to integrate Ukraine more closely with the West, leading
to tensions with Russia and pro-Russian elements within Ukraine.



2. Pro-Russian Separatists: Pro-Russian separatist groups in eastern Ukraine,
particularly in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, have been key actors in the conflict.
These groups, backed by Russia, have sought greater autonomy or independence from
Ukraine, leading to armed conflicts with Ukrainian forces.

3. Russia: Russia has been implicated as a key actor in the conflict, providing support to
separatist groups in eastern Ukraine and annexing Crimea in 2014. Russia's
involvement in the conflict has heightened tensions with Western countries and
exacerbated the instability in the region.

4. Western Countries: The United States and European Union have been involved in the
conflict, supporting the Ukrainian government and imposing economic sanctions on
Russia in response to its actions in Ukraine. Western countries have sought to promote
a peaceful resolution to the conflict and uphold Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial
integrity.

5. International Organizations: International organizations such as the United Nations
and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) have been
involved in efforts to mediate the conflict and monitor the situation on the ground. These
organizations have sought to facilitate dialogue and implement ceasefires to mitigate
the impacts of the conflict on civilian populations.

In summary, the conflict in Ukraine is a complex geopolitical crisis with deep historical
roots and involves multiple actors with divergent interests. The conflict continues to
have far-reaching implications for regional stability and international security,
necessitating continued efforts to find a peaceful resolution and address the underlying
causes of the crisis.

The Humanitarian crisis caused by the Ukraine conflict, including displacement
and civilian casualties

The conflict in Ukraine has led to a severe humanitarian crisis, resulting in widespread
displacement, civilian casualties, and human rights violations. The ongoing conflict has
had a devastating impact on the civilian population, with millions of people affected by



violence, displacement, and lack of access to basic services. Here is a discussion of the
humanitarian crisis caused by the Ukraine conflict:

Displacement:

One of the most significant impacts of the conflict in Ukraine has been the displacement
of millions of people. According to the United Nations, over 1.5 million people have been
internally displaced within Ukraine, while hundreds of thousands have sought refuge in
neighboring countries such as Russia, Poland, and other European nations.
Displacement has disrupted the lives of countless individuals and families, forcing them
to flee their homes in search of safety and shelter.

Civilian Casualties:

The conflict in Ukraine has also resulted in a high number of civilian casualties. Both
sides of the conflict have been accused of targeting civilians and civilian infrastructure,
leading to thousands of deaths and injuries among non-combatants. Indiscriminate
shelling, sniper fire, and landmines have all contributed to the high toll on civilian lives in
affected areas such as Donetsk, Luhansk, and other conflict zones. The use of heavy
weapons in densely populated areas has further escalated the risk to civilians and
resulted in tragic loss of life.

Human Rights Violations:

Human rights violations have been a pervasive issue in the Ukraine conflict, with reports
of arbitrary detention, torture, forced disappearances, and other abuses committed by
all parties involved. Civilians, aid workers, journalists, and human rights defenders have
been targeted for their perceived allegiances or activities, leading to a climate of fear
and insecurity. The lack of accountability for these violations has further exacerbated the
humanitarian crisis and eroded trust in the possibility of a peaceful resolution to the
conflict.

Access to Humanitarian Aid:

The conflict has also severely impacted access to humanitarian aid and essential
services for vulnerable populations in affected areas. Humanitarian organizations have
faced challenges in delivering aid due to restrictions on movement, insecurity, and lack
of funding. The delivery of food, water, shelter, medical care, and other basic



necessities to the most vulnerable populations has been hampered by the ongoing
hostilities and bureaucratic impediments.

In conclusion, the humanitarian crisis caused by the conflict in Ukraine has had a
profound and lasting impact on the civilian population, leading to mass displacement,
civilian casualties, human rights violations, and challenges in accessing humanitarian
aid. Urgent action is needed to address the needs of those affected by the conflict and
to ensure respect for human rights and international humanitarian law in the region.

Recommendations of how the US can help to bring an end to conflicts in Ukraine,
such as diplomatic efforts and targeted economic sanctions

The United States can play a crucial role in helping to bring an end to the conflicts in
Ukraine through a combination of diplomatic efforts, targeted economic sanctions, and
support for peacebuilding initiatives. Here are some recommendations on how the US
can contribute to resolving the conflicts in Ukraine:

1. Diplomatic Efforts:

- The US should continue to actively engage in diplomatic efforts to facilitate dialogue
between the conflicting parties in Ukraine. This could involve supporting mediation
efforts by international organizations such as the United Nations, the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), and the Normandy Format (involving
Ukraine, Russia, Germany, and France).

- The US should work with its European allies and partners to maintain a unified
approach towards addressing the conflict in Ukraine. Close coordination with countries
such as Germany, France, and the UK is essential to leverage collective diplomatic
leverage and influence on all parties involved.

- The US can also support confidence-building measures, such as prisoner exchanges,
ceasefire monitoring, and humanitarian initiatives, to build trust between the conflicting
parties and create conditions for sustainable peace.

2. Targeted Economic Sanctions:



- The US can continue to impose and strengthen targeted economic sanctions on
individuals, entities, and sectors involved in fueling the conflicts in Ukraine. Sanctions
should be designed to exert pressure on those responsible for human rights violations,
aggression, and obstruction of peace efforts.

- The US should work closely with its European partners to ensure coordinated
sanctions regimes that maximize their impact on the behavior of key actors in the
conflict. This unified front sends a strong message and increases the effectiveness of
sanctions in influencing the decision-making of those perpetuating the conflict.

3. Support for Peacebuilding Initiatives:

- The US can provide support for peacebuilding initiatives in Ukraine, including efforts to
promote reconciliation, dialogue, and grassroots engagement among communities
affected by the conflict. This could involve funding for civil society organizations, conflict
resolution training, and initiatives to foster social cohesion and interethnic harmony.

- The US should also support efforts to strengthen democratic institutions, rule of law,
and good governance in Ukraine, as these are essential pillars for sustainable peace
and stability in the country. Investing in long-term institution-building and capacity-
building initiatives can help address the root causes of the conflict and prevent future
outbreaks of violence.

By actively engaging in diplomatic efforts, imposing targeted economic sanctions, and
supporting peacebuilding initiatives, the US can help to bring an end to the conflicts in
Ukraine and promote a peaceful resolution to the crisis. Collaborative and cohesive
international action is essential to address the complex challenges facing Ukraine and
pave the way for a sustainable peace settlement in the region.

The conflict in Gaza in detall, including it's origins and key actors

The conflict in Gaza is a long-standing and complex issue with deep historical roots and
multiple factors contributing to its perpetuation. The conflict primarily involves the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, with Gaza being a focal point of tension between the two sides.
Here is a detailed overview of the conflict in Gaza, including its origins and key actors:

Origins:



The conflict in Gaza has its origins in the broader Israeli-Palestinian conflict, which
dates back to the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The roots of the conflict lie in
competing claims to the land by Jews and Palestinians, fueled by historical, religious,
and political factors. The establishment of the State of Israel in 1948 and the Arab-
Israeli wars that followed further exacerbated tensions and led to the displacement of
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians, including those living in Gaza.

Key Actors:

1. Israel: Israel is a key actor in the conflict in Gaza, as it has maintained control over
the territory since the Six-Day War in 1967. Israel considers Gaza a security threat due
to the presence of militant groups like Hamas and Islamic Jihad, which have carried out
attacks against Israeli civilians and launched rockets into Israeli territory. Israel has
imposed a blockade on Gaza, restricting the movement of goods and people in and out
of the territory.

2. Hamas: Hamas is a Palestinian militant group that has governed Gaza since 2007,
when it won legislative elections and subsequently took control of the territory in a
conflict with the rival Palestinian Authority. Hamas is designated as a terrorist
organization by Israel, the United States, and the European Union. Hamas has been
involved in armed resistance against Israel, including rocket attacks and clashes along
the border fence.

3. Palestinian Authority: The Palestinian Authority, led by President Mahmoud Abbas, is
another key actor in the conflict. The Palestinian Authority governs parts of the West
Bank and seeks a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. There have been
tensions between the Palestinian Authority and Hamas, leading to a divided governance
structure between Gaza and the West Bank.

4. International Community: The international community, including the United Nations,
the United States, the European Union, and Arab states, plays a significant role in
efforts to resolve the conflict in Gaza. Various peace initiatives, diplomatic efforts, and
aid programs have been launched to address humanitarian needs and promote a
peaceful resolution to the conflict. However, disagreements over the status of Jerusalem,
borders, refugees, and security have hindered progress towards a lasting peace
agreement.



The conflict in Gaza continues to impact the lives of civilians on both sides, resulting in
humanitarian crises, violence, and instability. Efforts to address the root causes of the
conflict, promote dialogue and reconciliation, and address the legitimate concerns of
both Israelis and Palestinians are essential for achieving a just and lasting peace in the
region.

The Humanitarian crisis caused by the Gaza conflict, including displacement and
civilian casualties

The ongoing conflict in Gaza has led to a severe humanitarian crisis, impacting the lives
of civilians in the territory. The crisis is characterized by widespread displacement,
civiian casualties, and a range of socio-economic challenges that exacerbate the
suffering of the population. Here is a discussion of the humanitarian crisis caused by the
Gaza conflict:

1. Displacement: The conflict in Gaza has resulted in the displacement of thousands of
Palestinians, who have been forced to flee their homes due to violence, destruction, and
insecurity. Many families have been displaced multiple times, adding to their trauma and
instability. Displaced individuals often lack access to basic necessities such as shelter,
food, and healthcare, further exacerbating their vulnerability.

2. Civilian Casualties: Civilians in Gaza bear the brunt of the conflict, with thousands of
innocent men, women, and children being killed or injured in the violence. The use of
indiscriminate weapons, such as rockets, airstrikes, and artillery shelling, in densely
populated areas has resulted in high numbers of civilian casualties. Medical facilities,
schools, and residential buildings have been targeted, further endangering civilians and
causing widespread destruction.

3. Humanitarian Access: The conflict in Gaza has severely restricted humanitarian
access and assistance, making it challenging for aid organizations to reach those in
need. The Israeli blockade, restrictions on movement, and damage to infrastructure
have hampered the delivery of essential supplies, including food, water, medicine, and
shelter materials. The lack of access to critical services has exacerbated the
humanitarian crisis and increased the vulnerability of the population.



4. Economic and Social Impact: The conflict in Gaza has had a profound impact on the
local economy and social fabric of the territory. High levels of unemployment, poverty,
and food insecurity have increased, leading to a deterioration in living conditions for
many Palestinians. The destruction of infrastructure, including schools, hospitals, and
water facilities, has disrupted essential services and hindered recovery efforts.

5. Psychological Trauma: The protracted conflict in Gaza has taken a significant toll on
the mental health and well-being of the population, particularly children. Constant
exposure to violence, loss of loved ones, displacement, and lack of safety have led to
widespread psychological trauma and stress among residents. The lack of mental
health services and support exacerbates the long-term impact of the crisis on
individuals and communities.

Addressing the humanitarian crisis in Gaza requires a comprehensive approach that
prioritizes the protection of civilians, respect for international humanitarian law, and
efforts to address the root causes of the conflict. Immediate action is needed to ensure
humanitarian access, provide essential services to those in need, and promote a
peaceful resolution to the conflict that upholds the rights and dignity of all people in
Gaza.

Recommendations of how the US can help to bring an end to conflicts in Gaza,
such as diplomatic efforts and targeted

Bringing an end to the conflicts in Gaza requires a multifaceted approach that involves
diplomatic efforts, humanitarian assistance, and a commitment to upholding
international law and human rights. The United States can play a significant role in
promoting peace and stability in the region by using its influence and resources
effectively. Here are some recommendations on how the US can help to bring an end to
conflicts in Gaza:

1. Diplomatic Efforts:

- The US can actively engage with regional and international partners, such as the
United Nations, the European Union, and key Middle Eastern countries, to facilitate



diplomatic dialogue and peace negotiations between the parties involved in the conflicts
in Gaza.

- The US can support efforts to revive the peace process between lIsrael and the
Palestinians, based on a two-state solution that ensures the security and rights of both
parties.

- The US can work with the international community to promote de-escalation measures,
confidence-building measures, and the implementation of previous agreements to
reduce tensions and create conditions for a lasting peace.

2. Humanitarian Assistance:

- The US can provide increased humanitarian aid to Gaza to address the urgent needs
of the population affected by the conflict, including food, water, shelter, and medical
assistance.

- The US can support and strengthen the capacity of international humanitarian
organizations operating in Gaza to deliver essential services and protection to civilians
in need.

- The US can advocate for the protection of civilians, respect for international
humanitarian law, and the prevention of violations of human rights in Gaza during times
of conflict.

3. Targeted Economic Sanctions:

- The US can use targeted economic sanctions to pressure parties engaged in the
conflicts in Gaza to comply with international law and engage in meaningful peace
negotiations.

- The US can impose sanctions on individuals, entities, or governments that perpetrate
violence, human rights abuses, or obstruct efforts to achieve a peaceful resolution to the
conflicts in Gaza.

- The US can work with the international community to coordinate sanctions and other
economic measures to incentivize parties to the conflicts to engage in dialogue and
uphold their commitments to peace and security.

4. Support for Reconstruction and Development:



- The US can provide assistance for the reconstruction and development of Gaza to
restore essential infrastructure, services, and livelihoods that have been destroyed or
disrupted by the conflicts.

- The US can support initiatives that promote economic empowerment, job creation, and
sustainable development in Gaza to improve the well-being and resilience of the
population.

- The US can invest in education, healthcare, and other social services to build a more
stable and prosperous future for the people of Gaza and create opportunities for long-
term peace and stability in the region.

By taking these recommendations into consideration and actively engaging in diplomatic
efforts, providing humanitarian assistance, implementing targeted economic sanctions,
and supporting reconstruction and development in Gaza, the US can contribute to
bringing an end to the conflicts in the region and promoting a just and lasting peace for
all parties involved.

The importance of US intervention in promoting peace and stability in Ukraine
and Gaza and why | want to meet with the US Secretary of State.

US intervention in promoting peace and stability in Ukraine and Gaza is crucial for
several reasons:

1. Diplomatic Leadership: The United States has significant diplomatic influence and
resources that can be leveraged to facilitate dialogue, negotiation, and mediation
between conflicting parties in Ukraine and Gaza. By actively engaging in diplomatic
efforts, the US can help bring the parties to the negotiating table and support the search
for peaceful resolutions to conflicts.

2. Upholding International Law: As a leading member of the international community, the
US plays a key role in upholding international law, human rights, and the principles of
peace and security. By intervening in conflicts in Ukraine and Gaza, the US can help
prevent violations of international law, hold perpetrators of violence and human rights
abuses accountable, and promote respect for the rule of law.



3. Humanitarian Assistance: US intervention can provide critical humanitarian aid to
support the needs of civilians affected by conflicts in Ukraine and Gaza. By offering
humanitarian assistance, the US can alleviate suffering, address urgent humanitarian
needs, and enhance the well-being and resilience of populations impacted by violence
and instability.

4. Conflict Prevention and Resolution: US intervention can contribute to preventing
further escalation of conflicts and promoting peaceful conflict resolution in Ukraine and
Gaza. By supporting de-escalation measures, confidence-building initiatives, and peace
negotiations, the US can help create conducive conditions for sustainable peace and
stability in the regions.

5. Regional and Global Security: Peace and stability in Ukraine and Gaza are not only
essential for the well-being of the people living in these regions but also for regional and
global security. US intervention can help prevent spillover effects of conflicts, mitigate
security risks, and foster cooperation between neighboring countries and international
partners to address common challenges and promote regional stability.

In conclusion, US intervention in promoting peace and stability in Ukraine and Gaza is
crucial for advancing diplomatic efforts, upholding international law, providing
humanitarian assistance, preventing conflicts, and enhancing regional and global
security. By actively engaging in efforts to address these conflicts, the US can contribute
to building a more peaceful, just, and secure world for all.



